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Tehran on May 8 and incarcerated in the 
Evin Prison. 

The background to this entirely unjusti-
fied arrest is as follows. Timeline of events: 

December 21, 2006, Haleh Esfandiari, direc-
tor of the Middle East Program at the Wood-
row Wilson International Center for Schol-
ars, and a dual Iranian-American national, 
traveled from Washington D.C. to Tehran, 
Iran to visit her 93-year-old mother for one 
week. 

On December 30, 2006, on her way to the 
airport to catch a flight back to Washington, 
the taxi in which Dr. Esfandiari was riding 
was stopped by three masked, knife-wielding 
men. They threatened to kill her, and they 
took away all of her belongings, including 
her Iranian and American passports. 

On January 3, when applying for replace-
ment Iranian travel documents at the pass-
port office, Dr. Esfandiari was invited to an 
‘‘interview’’ by a man from Iran’s Ministry 
of Intelligence. 

Beginning on January 4, she was subjected 
to a series of interrogations that stretched 
out over the next six weeks, sometimes con-
tinuing for as many as four days a week, and 
sometimes stretching across seven and eight 
hours in a single day. Dr. Esfandiari went 
home every evening, but the interrogations 
were unpleasant and not free from intimida-
tion and threat. 

The questioning focused almost entirely on 
the activities and programs of the Middle 
East Program at the Wilson Center. Dr. 
Esfandiari answered all questions fully; when 
she could not remember details of programs 
stretching back five and even eight years, 
the staff at the Wilson Center provided her 
all the information requested. As a public or-
ganization, all Wilson Center activities are 
on the public record. Repeatedly during the 
interrogation, she was pressured to make a 
false confession or to falsely implicate the 
Wilson Center in activities in which it had 
no part, but she refused. 

On Friday, January 15, in the third week of 
interrogations, Dr. Esfandiari was told 
(misleadingly as it turned out) the ques-
tioning was over. On January 18, the interro-
gator and three other men showed up at Dr. 
Esfandiari’s mother’s apartment. Dr. 
Esfandiari was taking a nap and was startled 
to wake up and see the door to her bedroom 
open, her privacy violated, and three strange 
men, one of them wielding a video-camera, 
staring into her bedroom. 

On February 14, the lengthy interrogations 
stopped. 

On February 17, Haleh received one threat-
ening phone call, and then she did not hear 
anything from her interrogators for ten 
weeks. 

On February 20, Lee Hamilton, president 
and director of the Wilson Center, wrote to 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
asking that Dr. Esfandiari be allowed to 
travel. However, President Ahmadinejad did 
not reply to the letter. 

At the end of April or early May, she was 
telephoned once again and invited to ‘‘co-
operate.’’ In effect, she was being asked to 
make a confession. She refused to make the 
false statements. 

On Monday, May 7 she was summoned to 
the Ministry of Intelligence once again. 
When she arrived for her appointment on 
Tuesday morning, May 8th, she was put into 
a car and taken to Evin prison. She was in-
carcerated and was allowed only one phone 
call to her mother. 

On May 9 she called her mother asking her 
to bring her clean clothes and her medicine. 
Her mother delivered the small package at 
Evin Prison on May 10, but was not allowed 
to see her. 

On May 12, the hard-line daily ‘‘Kayhan’’ 
in an article accused Dr. Esfandiari of work-

ing with the U.S. and Israeli governments 
and with involvement in efforts to topple 
Iran’s Islamic regime. 

On May 15, Iranian judiciary spokesman 
Ali Reza Jamshidi said that Dr. Esfandiari 
was being investigated for crimes against na-
tional security and that her case was being 
handled by the Intelligence Ministry. 

On May 15, Haleh made a brief telephone 
call to her mother. 

On May 16, Haleh’s family retained the 
legal services of Nobel Peace Laureate 
Shirin Ebadi to represent her. 

On May 17, in an interview with Wash-
ington Post Staff Writer Robin Wright, 
Shirin Ebadi indicated that the Iranian gov-
ernment has rejected her request to rep-
resent Dr. Esfandiari. She also noted the 
court refused information on the legal 
charges against Dr. Esfandiari, and denied 
her legal team the ability to see Haleh. 

On May 21 state-run television broadcasts 
in Iran indicated that Haleh is being charged 
with seeking to topple the government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Our efforts to obtain Haleh’s release will 
continue and will be redoubled. She will be 
in our thoughts and prayers every day. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
more requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
TANNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 430, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1802 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ROSS) at 6 o’clock and 2 
minutes p.m. 

f 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 
451. 

f 

QUESTION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I send 
to the desk a privileged resolution (H. 

Res. 452) and ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 452 

Whereas, clause one of House rule XXIII 
(Code of Official Conduct) states, ‘‘A Mem-
ber, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, offi-
cer or employee of the House shall conduct 
himself at all times in a manner that shall 
reflect creditably on the House.’’; 

Whereas, on June 4, 2007, the United States 
Department of Justice filed an indictment by 
a grand jury against the gentleman from 
Louisiana, the Honorable William J. Jeffer-
son, in the United States Court for the East-
ern District of Virginia; 

Whereas, in the aforementioned indict-
ment of Representative Jefferson, the grand 
jury specifies sixteen counts, including but 
not limited to Solicitation of Bribes by a 
Public Official, Violation of the Foreign Cor-
rupt Practices Act, Money Laundering, Ob-
struction of Justice and Racketeering; 

Whereas, in the aforementioned indict-
ment, the grand jury alleges that Represent-
ative Jefferson did knowingly engage in an 
unlawful conspiracy ‘‘to provide for the un-
just enrichment of Defendant Jefferson and 
his family members by corruptly seeking, so-
liciting, and directing that things of value be 
paid to him and his family members in re-
turn for Defendant Jefferson’s performance 
of official acts’’; 

Whereas, in the aforementioned indict-
ment, the grand jury further alleges that 
‘‘Defendant sought to and did conceal his 
and his family members’ expected or actual 
receipt of things of value by directing con-
gressional staff members, family members, 
and others to form nominee companies that 
entered into business agreements to receive 
things of value sought by Defendant Jeffer-
son while not referencing him or disclosing 
his involvement in obtaining the agree-
ments’’; 

Whereas, in the aforementioned indict-
ment, the grand jury further alleges that 
‘‘Defendant Jefferson failed to disclose his 
and his family’s financial interests in these 
business ventures by omitting this material 
information from travel and financial disclo-
sure forms required to be filed by the Rules 
of the House of Representatives and, in some 
cases, by failing to make any of the required 
filings’’: 

Whereas, in the aforementioned indict-
ment, the grand jury further alleges that 
‘‘On or about July 30, 2005, in Arlington, Vir-
ginia, Defendant Jefferson received $100,000 
in cash from [cooperating witness]’’ for use 
in an illegal bribery scheme; 

Whereas, in the aforementioned indict-
ment, the grand jury further alleges that 
‘‘On or before August 3, 2005, at his residence 
in Washington, DC, Defendant Jefferson se-
creted in his freezer $90,000 of the $100,000 in 
cash provided by [cooperating witness] as 
part of the front-end bribe to Nigerian Offi-
cial A, which was separated into $10,000 in-
crements, wrapped in aluminum foil, and 
concealed inside various frozen food con-
tainers’’; 

Whereas, on February 27, 2007 the House 
Democratic Caucus unanimously approved 
the recommendation of House Democratic 
leaders that Representative Jefferson be 
elected to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, a position in which he would have had 
access to highly sensitive Top Secret infor-
mation concerning national security mat-
ters; 

Whereas, on June 5, 2007 Representative 
Jefferson resigned from the Committee on 
Small Business to which he was elected by 
vote of the House on January 23, 2007; 
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